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	Diabetes Complication
	Common Term
	Area Where Complications Might Occur

	Cardiovascular disease
	Heart disease, leading to stroke, heart attack

	Heart and vessels

	Gastroparesis
	


	

	Hypertension
	


	

	Nephropathy
	


	

	Neuropathy
	


	

	Pedal Ulcers
	


	

	Periodontal disease
	


	

	Renal disease
	


	

	Retinopathy
	


	

	Urologic Problems
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Common Complications of Diabetes

Diabetes: A National Epidemic
Carrie Newdigger and Laurie Hayes, CDC’s 2006 Science Ambassador Program

Diabetes affects the body cells ability to obtain glucose. Since glucose is essential for cellular
energy, the inability to obtain this molecule can lead to death of cells. Undiagnosed or
uncontrolled diabetes can lead to severe complications throughout the body.

The following list of complications are associated with diabetes. Using your knowledge of Greek
and Latin root words in medical terminology (or a dictionary if you need help), translate each of
these complications into common, or “layman’s” terms. Then, using an outline of a body,
illustrate where these complications would occur. The first one is done for you.




image2.gif




